




W O R KS H O P  S C H E D U L E

	» Welcome and Introductions (5 minutes)

	» Presentation, Discussion and Questions (50 minutes)

	» Wrap Up and Next Steps (5 minutes)



P R O J E C T  T I M E L I N E  -  R E V I E W 

Creates an 
information base 
to understand the 
existing conditions  

in Niles. 

P H A S E  1

Establishes a 
planning vision 
and goals along 

with concepts and 
recommendations 
for future land use 
and development 

policy. 

P H A S E  2

A newly drafted 
Comprehensive 

Plan Update 
incorporating 

feedback from the 
Niles community, the 
Steering Committee 
and Village Board.

P H A S E  3



C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T  -  B E C O M E  I N V O LV E D

VILLAGE AND PROJECT WEBSITE  

TECHNICAL/STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSES  

www.Niles2040.com

	» 10 Stakeholder Meetings 

	» 4 Technical Meetings 

	» 2 Steering Committee Meetings

	» www.Niles2040.com

	» www.vniles.com

	» This is the first, others will 

occur later in the process. 



	» Guiding Principles 
	 Economic Vitality 
	 Desirable Housing Stock 
	 Strength in Diversity 
	 Community Character and Identity  
	 Reality-based Recommendations 

	» Vision 
	 Quality Residential Neighborhoods  
	 Strong/Active Commercial Areas  
	 Effective Transportation and Circulation  
	 Healthy Environment  
	 Responsive Community Services and Facilities 
	 Enhanced Identity 

	» Goals/Objectives

	» Recommendations

	» Focus Areas 

2 0 3 0  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  P L A N  R E V I E W  
2030 Key Focus Areas



Land use in Niles - Niles by the Numbers

	» 36% Residential Land (12,500 homes, 1,400 acres)

	» 15% Commercial Land (5.2 million retail square feet) 

	» 12% Industrial Land (8.6 million square feet) 

	» 20% Parks and Open Space  - 16 Parks in the Village

	» 17% Public Land (schools, cemeteries, Village facilities)

	» 24 Neighborhoods

	» 6 School Districts - 15 schools serve Niles 

	» 4 Library, Senior/Teen/Fitness Centers

L A N D  U S E  A N D  N E I G H B O R H O O D S 



C M A P  L A N D  U S E  I N V E N T O RY  ( 2 0 1 5 )  M A P
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Municipalities

Single-Family Detached

Single-Family Attached

Multi-Family

Residential Designations

ROW/Utilities/Comm

Vacant

Other Designations

Open Space

Open Space Designations

Commercial

Commercial Designations

Industrial

Industrial Designations

Institutional

Institutional Designations

Land  use  Designation  acreages*

TRANS/COMM/UTIL/WASTE Land Uses  (1,483 acres)
Residential Land Uses  (1,379 acres) 
Open Space Land Uses  (774 acres) 
�Institutional Land Uses  (660 acres) 
�Commercial Land Uses  (558 acres) 
Industrial Land Uses  (458 acres)� 
Vacant Land Uses  (15 acres) 
 
*Land Use acreages are gathered from CMAP GIS data (2015).

This Niles2040 exhibit is for reference only. Please contact the 
Village of the Niles for official Village documentation.



N E I G H B O R H O O D S  M A P 

LeGEND
Village Boundary 

Water Bodies

Municipalities

Ballard Terrace 
Bunker Hill 
Bunker Hill Estates 
Chesterfield Gardens 
Concord Lake 
Courtland Park 
Dutchmans Point 
Emerson Place 
Evergreen Estates 
Golden Acres 
Grennan Heights 
Highland Towers 
Jonquil Terrace 
Lawrencewood Gardens 
Oak Park 
Oakton Manor 
Oasis 
O’Shanter Estates 
Ransom Ridge 
Renaissance 
River Gardens 
Rivers Edge 
The Terrace 
Washington Park
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Neighborhoods (24)



L A N D  U S E  A N D  N E I G H B O R H O O D S 

Do you identify with a neighborhood? (Y/N) 
If so, which one? (Please comment in the Zoom 
chat function) 

Which areas of Niles need improvement  
or change?

1) Golf Mill (Golf/Milwaukee area) 	
2) Touhy Triangle	
3) Milwaukee Avenue North  
4) Milwaukee Avenue South
5) Other (please tell us in the Zoom chat function) 

C O M M U N I T Y  P O L L  Q U E S T I O N S



M O B I L I T Y,  C O N N E C T I V I T Y  A N D  C O R R I D O R S

How does Niles get around?
	» About 70 miles of Village streets (Niles to Rockford = 70 miles) 

	» About 70 miles of streets controlled by others (IDOT, County) 

	» 11 PACE Bus Routes, 3 Niles Free Bus Routes, and 1 CTA Bus Route

	» 1 PULSE Route, 1 ground breaking next year

	» 4 nearby Metra Stations

	» 1 nearby CTA Station 

	» 1 Regional Trail



R O A D WA Y  J U R I S D I C T I O N 

LeGEND
Village Boundary 

Municipalities

Water Bodies

Village of Niles

City of Chicago

Private

City of Park Ridge

Cook County IDOT

Village of Morton Grove

Village of Skokie

IDOT

Village of Glenview

Roadway Coordination

Interstate

US State Route

IL State Route

Cook County Highway

Railroad Crossing

Traffic Signal



E X I S T I N G  R O A D WA Y  SYS T E M  M A P

LeGEND
Village Boundary 

Municipalities

Water Bodies

Cook County Forest Preserve

Parks/Open Space

Interstate

Major Arterial

Collector

Minor Arterial

Roadway Designations

Interstate

US State Route

IL State Route

Cook County Highway

Railroad Crossing

Traffic Signal

IDOT Class II Truck Route



C TA  A N D  PA C E  B U S  R O U T E S  M A P

LeGEND
Village Boundary 

Municipalities

Water Bodies

Cook County Forest Preserve

Parks/Open Space

Interstate

US State Route

IL State Route

Cook County Highway

Railroad Crossing

Traffic Signal

ROUTE  LINES

CTA Rapid Transit Station

Metra Commuter Rail Station

CTA Route 85A

CTA ROUTES

PACE ROUTES

PACE Route 208

PACE Route 226

PACE Route 250

PACE Route 225

PACE Route 241

PACE Route 272

PACE Route 423

PACE Route 210

PACE Route 240

PACE Route 270

PACE Route 290



F R E E  PA C E  R O U T E S  M A P

LeGEND
Village Boundary 

Municipalities

Water Bodies

Cook County Forest Preserve

Parks/Open Space

Interstate

US State Route

IL State Route

Cook County Highway

Railroad Crossing

Traffic Signal

PACE Route 410

PACE Route 412

PACE Route 411



PA C E  P U L S E  A R T  B U S  R O U T E S  M A P

LeGEND
Village Boundary 

Municipalities

Water Bodies

Cook County Forest Preserve

Parks/Open Space

Interstate

US State Route

IL State Route

Cook County Highway

Railroad Crossing

Traffic Signal

PACE PULSE Milwaukee Line

Planned PACE PULSE Lines



Do you use public transportation in Niles? 
(Y/N) (PACE/PACE Pulse/CTA/Bus to Metra) 

Is it easy to get around on foot or bicycle in 
Niles? (Y/N)

 

C O M M U N I T Y  P O L L  Q U E S T I O N S

M O B I L I T Y,  C O N N E C T I V I T Y  A N D  C O R R I D O R S 



D E M O G R A P H I C S  A N D  H O U S I N G 

3Demographics and Employment

	» Declining population but growing Asian community

	» Number of jobs at highest level in 10 years

	» Top employment categories: Retail, Health Care  

and Social Assistance, and Manufacturing 

 
Residential

	» Affordable home prices attractive to buyers

	» Residential demand sectors: Seniors living in Niles,  

empty nesters, growing families, and young professionals 



How long have you lived in Niles?  
 1)	   Less than 1 year

2)	   1- 5 years

3)	   5 – 10 years

4)	  10 – 20 years 

5)   20 years or more 
 
Do you own or rent your home? 
 
1)    Own	

2)   Rent

3)   Other

C O M M U N I T Y  P O L L  Q U E S T I O N S

D E M O G R A P H I C S  A N D  H O U S I N G



Retail

	» Stagnating retail sales tax collection, which has  

exceeded $15 million since 2015 

	» Growth in diverse specialty stores (Patel Brothers) 

	» Importance of small businesses and restaurants 

Office & Industrial

	» Smaller Class B & C office space has low vacancy rates

	» Office demand: Entrepreneurs seeking affordable space

	» Future industrial development activity: Modernization or 

large-scale redevelopment

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T  



LeGEND
Village Boundary 

Shopping Center

Big Box Retail

Retail Zoning

S H O P P I N G  C E N T E R S  A N D  B I G  B OX  R E TA I L



Do you do most of your shopping in Niles?  
(Y/N) 

If No, where do you go?  
(Please comment in the Zoom chat function)

 
Is your favorite restaurant in Niles?  
(Y/N)

C O M M U N I T Y  P O L L  Q U E S T I O N S

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T



PA R KS,  T R A I L S  A N D  O P E N  S PA C E 

Recreation in Niles - Niles by the Numbers

	» Niles Park District responsible for Village parks  

and recreation programming. Other agencies also 

provide services. (Village, Cook County) 

	» 30 Parks and Facilities 

	» Multiple Recreation/Athletic Programs

	» 1 Regional Trail - North Branch Trail 

	» 1 Cook County Forest Preserve - Bunker Hill 



PA R KS,  PA T H WA YS  A N D  O P E N  S PA C E  M A P

LeGEND
Village Boundary 

Municipalities

Water Bodies

Cook County Forest Preserves

Parks/Open Space

Signed Bike Routes

Signed Bike Routes � 
with Shared Lane Markings

Bike/Walking Trail



Do you use the North Branch Trail in Niles? 
(Y/N) 

Are parks and recreation facilities adequate  
in Niles? (Y/N) 

C O M M U N I T Y  P O L L  Q U E S T I O N S

PA R KS,  T R A I L S  A N D  O P E N  S PA C E 



U T I L I T I E S  A N D  S T O R M WA T E R

Drinking Water

	» 6.5 Million Gallons of potable water each day

	» Water source is Lake Michigan 

Wastewater

	» 225 miles of sanitary sewers deliver wastewater to  
treatment plants 

Stormwater

	» 130 miles of combined sewers and 35 miles of storm sewers  
as well as detention basins, rain gardens and bioswales to 
manage stormwater

	» 6 major stormwater projects recently completed 



E N V I R O N M E N TA L  C O N D I T I O N S / F L O O D  D A TA
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Water Bodies

Cook County Forest Preserves
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C O M M U N I T Y  FA C I L I T I E S  M A P

LeGEND
Village Boundary 

Water Bodies

Government Facility

Municipalities

Parks/Open Space

Schools/Institutions

Cook County  
Forest Preserves

Niles Chamber of Commerce & Industry  
Niles-Maine District Library 
Niles Family Fitness Center 
Niles Fire Station #2 
�Niles Fire Station #3 
Niles Police Department 
Niles Public Services Department 
Niles Teen Center 
Niles Village Office 
The Niles Senior Center 
Village of Niles Municipal Center

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11.

Bridge View/Challenger Day School 
Childrens Learning World/St. Isaac Jogues School 
Culver Elementary School 
Emerson Middle School 
Gemini Junior High School  
Logos Christian Academy 
Mark Twain Elementary 
New Hope Academy 
Niles Korean School 
Northridge Preparatory School 
Notre Dame High School for Boys 
Our Lady of Ransom School 
Saint Bernadette School For Special Education 
Saint John Brebeuf School 
VH Nelson Elementary School

12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 

20. 
21. 

22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26.

Government Facilities

Schools/Institutions



Do you feel like you are adequately served by 
Village infrastructure? (Y/N)

Which infrastructure category do you feel 
requires the most attention from the Village?

a)	 Streets/Roads	  
b)	 Drinking Water	 
c)	 Wastewater 
d)  Stormwater

C O M M U N I T Y  P O L L  Q U E S T I O N S

U T I L I T I E S  A N D  S T O R M WA T E R



S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A LT H

Sustainability recommendations from 2030 Plan 

	» Goal - Promoting environmental issues and  
sustainable practices

	» Sustainable Recommendations - Land Use, Transportation,  
Parks/Open Space and Community Facilities  

CMAP Health Equity Strategy 

	» Promoting active transportation and complete streets

	» Tobacco reduction efforts

	» Worksite wellness policies and programming

	» Healthy food environment

	» Establishing health equity as a goal in Comprehensive Plan

	» Integrating community design approaches to community health  



Do you agree that sustainability and 
community health are important themes to 
bring forward in the plan? (Y/N) 

C O M M U N I T Y  P O L L  Q U E S T I O N S

S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A LT H



U R B A N  D E S I G N  A N D  T H E  A R T S 

Arts & Culture Framework - 2030 Comprehensive Plan 

Arts & Culture Master Plan - adopted in 2017

Master Plan Priorities: 

	» 	 Use Arts to Enhance Community Identity

	» 	 Celebrate Diversity and Local Assets 

	» 	 Participation and Partnerships

	» 	 Arts and Culture to Foster Economic Development 

6 DRAFT NILES ARTS + CULTURE PLAN

Skokie, Evanston, Des Plaines, and Park Ridge, among others.  
The inventory also included on-site field work to local arts and 
culture assets.  The inventory is incorporated beginning on 
page 39 of this Plan document.

Phase 3: Arts and Culture Plan  
and Implementation Strategy
Phase 3 included the refinement of preliminary arts and 
culture planning concepts presented during the Community 
Speak-Out and the integration of community engagement 
findings into a Draft Arts and Culture Plan.  The Draft Arts and 
Culture Plan outlines preliminary strategies based on critical 
priorities identified by the community and the Public Arts and 
Culture Advisory Council.  The draft was presented at second 
community open house in May 2017.

Farm on Franks, Niles

Childrens activities at Makers Fest, Niles

Golf Mill Park, Niles

Arts & Culture Master Plan (2017)

Illustrative rendering of the Touhy Triangle-Leaning Tower outdoor festival space

DRAFT NILES ARTS & CULTURE PLAN 15

ARTS AND CULTURE VISION & PRIORITIES
The Niles Arts and Culture Master Plan represents the results of
a collaborative process between the Village, its Public Arts 
and Culture Advisory Council, Niles stakeholders and residents 
to create a vision and key planning priorities for the cultural 
arts in Niles. The vision and priorities are summarized in this 
section.  

VISION STATEMENT
This vision statement captures and summarizes the aspirations 
of Niles’ stakeholders regarding the roles arts and culture will 
take in enhancing economic competitiveness and quality of life.  
It also defines what the community desires in terms how arts 
and culture is produced, delivered and valued in Niles.

The Village of Niles is committed to fostering arts and culture 
in the community by supporting the people and organizations 
that create artistic and cultural experiences that add to the 
cultural life of each Niles’ resident. To that end, the Village of 
Niles values:
 
Collaboration: We believe in working with the artist and 
creative community—and other key stakeholder groups—as 
partners in bringing arts and culture opportunities to Niles’ 
residents.

Discovery and Innovation: We value arts and culture as 
opportunities for enriching the community’s quality of life and 
for providing the path for innovation and creativity for all the 
arts in Niles. 

Diversity: We embrace the unique diversity of the 
community —its people, institutions and assets  — in the 
partnerships needed to better serve the community’s arts and 
culture needs.

Service: We exist to support the arts and culture needs of 
Niles’ residents and strive to lead by listening and acting 
in partnership with residents, institutions, and corporate 
partners.
 
Accessibility: We support arts and culture activities that 
are accessible to all age, racial, and ethnic groups in the 
community.

Trust:  We operate transparently and openly, with positive 
intent to facilitate arts and culture activities in the Village of 
Niles.

SECTION 3:

KEY PRIORITIES
The Arts and Culture Master Plan focuses on the following 
five priorities based on identified needs determined 
through the planning process:

A. Use Arts and Culture to Enhance Community Identity

B. Celebrate Niles Diversity and Leverage Local Assets 

C. Enhance Conditions for Cultural Arts Activities

D. Employ Innovative Methods in Increasing Local Arts 
and Culture Participation

E. Forge Public-Partnerships to Advance Development of 
Niles Cultural Arts Sector

Each planning priority informs a set of policies, strategies 
and initiatives presented and described in Section 4.  An 
implementation guide for all arts and culture initiatives is 
also provided in section 5.



Is urban design and arts and culture important 
to you? (Y/N) 

Do you think Niles has a unique identity? 
(Y/N)

C O M M U N I T Y  P O L L  Q U E S T I O N S

U R B A N  D E S I G N  A N D  T H E  A R T S 



W R A P  U P  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S 

Share your feedback!

	» State of the Village Report 

	» Ongoing engagement through  

Niles2040.com project website 

	» Phase 2 will include Visioning and Land Use  

Strategies and Goal Setting 
www.Niles2040.com

Community  
Survey  

to follow! 
Stay tuned!



Niles2040.com

The Village of Niles has started the engagement process to update its Comprehensive  

Plan to help guide future development, improvement, and preservation of the community. 

The Niles 2040 Comprehensive Plan will explore how the Village can better understand  

and address these changing times, such as a changing retail environment; transportation 

mobility innovations; an aging population; evolving housing preferences; different work  

and commuting habits; and an increased focus on environmental issues and sustainability. 

Niles needs your input – Tell us what you think!

Please visit the plan’s website, Niles2040.com, to find out more about the comprehensive 

planning process and create a profile to add your thoughts and ideas on how Niles can be 

the best it can be now and in the future. This is our opportunity to create a resilient, well-

designed, livable community representing the aspirations and values of Village residents.  

We need your input! Niles - It’s possible here.

T H A N K  YO U !   						      W W W. N I L E S 2 0 4 0 .C O M 


