
STATION 1 :  I N T R O D U C T I O N

Preservation Overview in El Dorado

L O C A L  D E S I G N AT I O N

A R K A N S A S  S TAT E  R E G I S T E R  O F 
H I S T O R I C  P L A C E S 

N AT I O N A L  R E G I S T E R  O F  H I S T O R I C  P L A C E S

El Dorado Local Historic Districts and Landmarks are designated by City Council 
ordinance to preserve and protect places, sites, buildings, structures, works of art and 
other objects having a special historic character or aesthetic interest or value to the City. 
A Local Historic District or Landmark is designated if it meets certain eligibility criteria. 
The El Dorado Historic District Commission reviews Certificate of Appropriateness 
applications for proposed alterations, demolition, and additions to any landmark or 
structure within a Local Historic District. The Commission uses the Historic District 
Design Guidelines for their reviews, which are processed through the City of El Dorado 
Historic Preservation Officer.

The Arkansas State Register of Historic Places is the state’s official record of those properties, 
sites, structures, buildings, landscapes areas and objects significant in the history, architecture, 
and culture of the state of Arkansas and its communities. Arkansas Register listing constitutes 
a recognition of a particular property’s historic significance and in no way restricts or abridges 
the lawful owner’s right to use, modify or dispose of said property, although Arkansas Register 
listing may qualify the property owner for certain grant funds as they are available. The Arkansas 
Register is administered by the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program.  

 

The National Register of Historic Places is the nation’s official list of buildings, structures, sites 
and objects worthy of the preservation. The National Register is a program of the National 
Park Service and is administered by the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program. Authorized 
under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Register is meant to 
raise awareness and promote public and private efforts to identify, evaluate and preserve the 
country’s historic resources. National Register designation is honorary and poses no restrictions 
on the use, treatment, transfer or disposition of property; it also does not mandate property 
owners to undertake specific actions to restore or rehabilitate their buildings. Historic resources 
may be listed in the National Register individually or as part a National Register Historic District 
within definable geographic boundaries.
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1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given 
a new use that requires minimal change to its distinctive 
materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained 
and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of 
its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false sense 
of historical development, such as adding conjectural 
features or elements from other historic properties, will 
not be undertaken.

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic 
significance in their own right will be retained and 
preserved.

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction 
techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize 
a property will be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than 
replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 
will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where 
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will 
be substantiated by documents and physical evidence. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be 
undertaken using the gentlest means possible. Treatments 
that cause damage to historic materials will not be used. 

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved 
in place. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation 
measures will be undertaken. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new 
construction will not destroy historic materials, features, 
and spatial relationships that characterize the property. 
The new work will be differentiated from the old and will 
be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, 
scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity 
of the property and its environment. 

10.  New additions and adjacent or related new construction 
will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired.


