
STATION 1 :  I N T R O D U C T I O N

Historic Preservation + Arts and Culture

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VAT I O N  + 
A R T S  & C U LT U R E

• Diversity – the tolerance and celebration of difference – is often the 
hallmark of innovative, creative cities. The history of diverse communities 
is layered, and capturing different voices and experiences is essential.

• History and heritage may be told through permanent and temporary 
public art installations and sculptures, in public spaces, building murals and 
sidewalk art.

• Arts and cultural programming plays an important role in providing 
education about the historical and cultural context of a community and 
in providing opportunities for participation in community life through 
festivals, events and performances, interactive classes and workshops, and 
a variety of other activities. Also, it provides education about the historical 
and cultural context of a community. Arts and cultural programming 
provides opportunities for participation in community life through 
festivals, events and performances, interactive classes and workshops, etc.

• Community character is something a community has, not something that 
can be created. It is conveyed by:

• Grand buildings and public spaces
• Large and small residences
• Downtown 
• Streets and streetscapes
• Markets and fairs
• Food, language and personalities 

• Economic development is enhanced by concentrating creativity – locating 
firms, artists and cultural facilities together. 

• Recognizing and creatively marketing a community’s historic, arts and 
culture assets can attract a strong workforce and successful firms and help 
sustain a positive quality of life.

• Development of an arts district integrates arts and culture and economic 
development and can strengthen a community’s economic vitality. The 
concentration of venues and related businesses can provide a competitive 
edge, improving a community’s ability to attract economic activity and 
innovation.

• Arts and Culture activity can increase attention and foot traffic to an 
area, including visitors, increasing the length of stay and money spent.

• Providing partnership opportunities between arts and culture, tourism, 
historic preservation and other sectors promotes economic development.

(Source: American Planning Association)

Murphy Arts District (MAD)

Quality of life, the Murphy Arts District 
orchestrators say, is the missing piece. “We 
want to build a reputation that this is a hip 
place to be,” Terry Stewart told Jezebel last 
fall. In an interview last summer with The New 
York Times, Stewart cited Marta, Texas as a 
model for what El Dorado is hoping to become. 
“We don’t want to be branded as a town that’s 
just a place to go hear a concert,” he told me. 
As much as concert halls, art galleries and 
other cultural amenities, the authenticity of a 
place is essential to its appeal.

For El Dorado, 
embracing its regional 
identity, its isolation, 
and its oil industry 
heritage is key to an 
authentic revival.


