
STATION 1 :  I N T R O D U C T I O N

Historic Districts Myth vs. Fact

Often, people who own properties within a Local or National Register historic district have questions about how the designation affects them. The 
following provides facts and information regarding historic districts: 

UNTRUE.  Exterior colors are not regulated by 
the City of El Dorado’s preservation ordinance. 

MYTH 
The preservation ordinance restricts 
what colors I can paint my building.

FACT

UNTRUE.   The interiors of properties are not regulated 
by the City of El Dorado’s preservation ordinance. 

The preservation ordinance restricts
 the interior design of my building.

UNTRUE.   National Register listing does not offer 
protection to properties. However, local ordinances  
do offer protection.  

Being listed in the National Register 
protects a building from being altered or 
demolished.

UNTRUE.  Donovan Rypkema, a preservation and economic development expert 
with Place Economics, notes, “Perhaps the area of preservation’s economic impact 
that’s been studied most frequently is the effect of local historic districts on property 
values.  It has been looked at by a number of people and institutions using a variety of 
methodologies in historic districts all over the country.  The most interesting thing is the 
consistency of the findings.  Far and away the most common result is that properties 
within local historic districts appreciate at rates greater than the local market overall 
and faster than similar non-designated neighborhoods. Recent analysis indicates that 
historic districts are also less vulnerable to the volatility that often affects real estate 
during interest rate fluctuations and economic downturns.” 

Read more in The Economic Benefits of Preservation by Donovan Rypkema.

My property values are lower because 
my property is located in a historic 
district.

Untrue.  Again, Donovan Rypkema says it best:
“If you have a building that lasts 100 years, you could use 25% more energy every year and 
still have less lifetime energy use than a building that lasts 40 years. And a whole lot of 
buildings being built today won’t last even 40 years.”

Read more in The Economic Benefits of Preservation by Donovan Rypkema.

Old buildings waste energy and are 
too expensive to fix.

Untrue.  Numerous studies around the country show that historic preservation 
efforts promote and stimulate local businesses and economies. 
Historic preservation and local historic districts: 

Local Historic Districts impede and 
restrict business growth.

•  Create jobs
•  Stabilize or Increase property values
•  Use existing public investments

•  Support small businesses
•  Revitalize Main Streets
•  Attract visitors        
• Read more in Economic Benefits of Historic Preservation.
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