
Benefits of Preservation

Creates Jobs

Increases Walkability

Attracts Talent and Investment

Increases Property Values

Maintains Attainable Housing

Preserves Resources / Sustainability

Rehabilitating older buildings creates thousands of high-paying jobs. 
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invested in a rehabilitation project generates the following:

of all materials discarded in landfills are debris from demolition

source: National Trust of Historic Preservation

Historic commercial buildings were built up to the sidewalk. Historic 
commercial buildings have large display windows that pedestrians can 
see through, and their entryways are designed to be inviting. The more 
“walkable” a downtown or commercial area is, the more active and 
vibrant it becomes. 

According to the World Bank report, The Economics of Uniqueness, 
“heritage-related projects contribute to urban livability, attracting 
talent, and providing an enabling environment for job creation.” Also 
as Richard Florida has emphasized, creative people are the talent that 
drives the new economy, and creative people are attracted to places 
that have authenticity.

Numerous studies in communities around the country have shown that  
historic designation most often has a positive effect on property values.  
A study from North Little Rock’s Argenta Historic District shows that, 
when compared to similar North Little Rock neighborhoods, property 
values in Argenta were worth 142% more per acre.

Studies by the National Trust for Historic Preservation have shown 
that neighborhoods with older, smaller buildings and mixed-age blocks 
tend to provide more units of attainable rental housing, defined as 
housing whose monthly rent is a third or less of that city’s median 
income. These older areas, including historic districts, are denser and 
provide more attainable housing options than newer areas of the city, 
including 46% more small business jobs.

Rehabilitating a historic building has less of an impact on the 
environment than new construction. Rehabilitating older buildings 
utilizes existing infrastructure, such as water lines, sidewalks, and 
streets; preserves existing building materials and architectural elements.  
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