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OAKTON STREET 
MARKET SHED

Rider Origin

Rider Destination

A key part of the analysis to estimate demand for the proposed Des Plaines 

NCS station is to define the area that residents would be drawn from, 

representing a catchment area for originating riders of the station. The Des 

Plaines NCS station origin market shed (highlighted in red in the map to the 

left) was based on the unique area that is nearest to the Des Plaines NCS 

station site in relation to other Metra stations.

Based on 2016 data from Metra, 148 originating riders (“origins”) are currently 

located within the proposed Des Plaines NCS station market shed. Most 

currently use a UP-NW station: 66 percent board at the Des Plaines Station and 

16 percent board at the Cumberland Station. A heat map of the origins for the 

potential Des Plaines NCS station and nearby stations is depicted to the left, 

indicating that many of the existing riders within the Des Plaines NCS market 

shed are in the immediate proximity of the potential site at Oakton Street.

Based on analysis of 2015 Census LEHD origin-destination data, there are just 

over 900 Chicago central business district (CBD) workers living within the 

potential Des Plaines NCS origin market shed — an important metric since 

the downtown work commute is Metra’s primary market. The distribution and 

density of these workers is shown in the map to the left. 

When evaluating the commuter flows 

between the origin market shed and 

the primary destination for area 

commuters (i.e., downtown Chicago), 

it is also useful to consider the 

reported travel mode. According to 

the census data of CBD commuters 

living in the Des Plaines NCS origin 

shed, 40% commute by Metra, 45% 

by driving or carpooling, and 11% by 

CTA rail.  

As the census survey instrument 

does not allow for multi-modal trips, 

it is not possible to identify when, for 

example, a bus is used to access a 

commuter rail station, or CTA rail is 

used to complete a line-haul bus trip.

The map to the left illustrates the density of work locations of people living 

within the Oakton station origin shed to understand work trips outside of the 

typical downtown commute. Among the 10,125 workers living in the Oakton 

shed and working within the Chicago metropolitan area, the greatest densities 

are in downtown Chicago, Des Plaines, and Elk Grove Village. 

Existing Conditions Analysis
Density of 2016 Metra Rider Origins (0-3 riders per acre)
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Des Plaines UP-NW 98 66%

Cumberland UP-NW 24 16%

O'Hare Transfer NCS 16 11%

Dee Road UP-NW 4 3%

Other 6 4%

TOTAL 148 100%



CTA Metra Metra
221 Wolf R 226 Oakton 230 S. Des 250 Demps68 NW HwyRosemont B  Des PlainesO'Hare Transfer

2000 1,084 1,075 716 2,751 2,048 6,219

2001 1,067 965 610 2,581 1,778 5,420

2002 870 936 549 2,496 2,074 5,471 991 55 2002 2006 2014 2016
2003 901 846 541 2,475 1,684 5,225 Des Plaines 991 1,085 1,221 1,142
2004 888 890 512 2,511 1,582 5,431 Ohare 55 106 144 123
2005 1,017 837 501 3,086 1,954 5,877

2006 1,141 815 553 3,176 2,251 5,819 1,085 106
2007 1,058 821 505 3,174 1,779 5,175

2008 1,000 894 535 3,293 1,908 5,590

2009 825 717 438 2,937 1,683 4,620

2010 742 723 383 3,053 1,316 5,040

2011 899 732 518 2,997 1,478 5,295

2012 858 734 484 2,846 1,387 6,147

2013 865 784 477 3,166 1,660 6,804

2014 963 753 479 2,881 1,461 7,162 1,221 144
2015 943 765 443 2,780 1,499 7,159

2016 804 753 398 2,821 1,617 6,865 1,142 123
2017 811 772 393 3,147 1,624 7,020
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221 Wolf Road 226 Oakton 230 S. Des Plaines 250 Dempster

68 NW Hwy Rosemont Blue Line Des Plaines O'Hare Transfer

STATION 4

TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY

ACCESS TO JOBS

Within a short distance of the proposed station location are four Pace bus 

routes: 221 Wolf Road, 226 Oakton Street, 230 South Des Plaines, 250 Dempster 

Street. At a farther distance are the CTA Blue Line and Bus Route 68 Northwest 

Highway. The map to the right shows the routing of these alternative transit 

services. Current Metra service is provided at nearby UP-NW and NCS stations. 

The boarding history across nearby transit service is provided in the figure 

below. Most bus and rail ridership has held steady over time, but ridership at the 

Rosemont Blue Line station has risen dramatically since 2009, after a declining 

trend from 2000 until that point. It is likely that the growth in ridership is due in 

part to the large-scale commercial development that has taken place in the area 

in recent years, such as the Fashion Outlets, which opened in 2013, as well as 

various entertainment venues.

In order to better understand how the existing transit network serves persons 

living near the potential Oakton Street station, data for Metra, CTA, and Pace 

were gathered and a network analysis was performed to determine how many 

employment destinations could be reached using only currently operating walk-

access transit service, including the wait times needed to transfer between 

routes. As indicated by periodic spikes in job accessibility during the AM peak, 

the opportunity to take advantage of Metra service at nearby stations on 

the NCS and UP-NW dramatically increases the number of jobs accessible. 

Currently, for non-vehicular access commuters, Metra stations can only be 

reached from the Oakton site by taking connecting bus service, which, due to 

timing, distance, and road congestion-related constraints, limits access to jobs 

in central Chicago via transit rail. The changing landscape of transit accessibility 

over the course of an hour (in 10-minute departure time intervals) is illustrated 

spatially in the maps below.

SOURCE: Pace and CTA data: RTAMS, average September weekday riders, 2000-2017. Metra boardings history from Metra data. CTA Blue Line Rosemont Station

Existing Conditions Analysis

Nearby Bus Routes of Proposed NCS Des Plaines Station

2015 Jobs Accessible via Current Transit from Oakton Site

Current 60-Minute Transit Service Areas from Oakton Site  
by Peak Departure Times

6:50 AM 7:00 AM 7:10 AM 7:20 AM

Weekday Boarding History (Nearby Transit)

60-min 45-min 30-min
0400 4:00 AM 53,866 26868 13342
0410 4:10 AM 60,572 26868 13342
0420 4:20 AM 68,955 27536 13342
0430 4:30 AM 80,602 28707 13342
0440 4:40 AM 94,970 36976 13342
0450 4:50 AM 105,919 33839 13342
0500 5:00 AM 134,013 41436 13611
0510 5:10 AM 245,583 95133 21359
0520 5:20 AM 280,721 88720 25196
0530 5:30 AM 174,984 75416 30438
0540 5:40 AM 269,293 91535 26632
0550 5:50 AM 225,394 79276 13738
0600 6:00 AM 414,595 145193 48618
0610 6:10 AM 252,885 120005 19546
0620 6:20 AM 503,871 202518 69976
0630 6:30 AM 273,283 102746 41894
0640 6:40 AM 279,693 109174 23024
0650 6:50 AM 545,631 126469 19411
0700 7:00 AM 262,388 101690 45374
0710 7:10 AM 203,425 82719 18543
0720 7:20 AM 391,694 110642 26268
0730 7:30 AM 201,006 87781 22111
0740 7:40 AM 257,302 92633 46734
0750 7:50 AM 369,266 93444 16408
0800 8:00 AM 215,450 84364 35255
0810 8:10 AM 205,463 87841 21331
0820 8:20 AM 287,669 115758 34142
0830 8:30 AM 436,766 133817 45386
0840 8:40 AM 141,732 57602 25652
0850 8:50 AM 129,482 61456 17909
0900 9:00 AM 234,252 93971 41976
0910 9:10 AM 260,418 106829 43892
0920 9:20 AM 270,308 94506 36656
0930 9:30 AM 231,337 126682 26876
0940 9:40 AM 153,513 72888 30796
0950 9:50 AM 181,041 61151 17623
1000 10:00 AM 208,132 99767 32508
1010 10:10 AM 148,450 63813 15731
1020 10:20 AM 239,493 82329 34451
1030 10:30 AM 171,142 79748 25247
1040 10:40 AM 229,577 88869 31456
1050 10:50 AM 193,203 63394 17792
1100 11:00 AM 205,543 104399 34315
1110 11:10 AM 154,751 64334 15731
1120 11:20 AM 239,300 85668 34628
1130 11:30 AM 213,109 102441 25255
1140 11:40 AM 255,135 90635 31342
1150 11:50 AM 189,477 62695 17615
1200 12:00 PM 198,292 99733 34222
1210 12:10 PM 149,042 64666 15731
1220 12:20 PM 225,175 96832 34573
1230 12:30 PM 221,161 110667 31185
1240 12:40 PM 211,919 76099 29137
1250 12:50 PM 207,999 67349 16750
1300 1:00 PM 230,950 105617 35242
1310 1:10 PM 147,334 62397 15731
1320 1:20 PM 214,140 80067 33589
1330 1:30 PM 201,706 95087 25247
1340 1:40 PM 207,751 84694 29137
1350 1:50 PM 204,255 69871 16753
1400 2:00 PM 275,537 114119 37044
1410 2:10 PM 172,927 62714 16305
1420 2:20 PM 251,874 106551 25412
1430 2:30 PM 199,158 116832 30449
1440 2:40 PM 240,433 86718 21233
1450 2:50 PM 204,743 86863 16679
1500 3:00 PM 286,292 117950 31705
1510 3:10 PM 128,841 56223 13344
1520 3:20 PM 229,399 86176 16019
1530 3:30 PM 231,968 100937 27718
1540 3:40 PM 188,519 76518 18683
1550 3:50 PM 282,628 113850 23569
1600 4:00 PM 161,198 76552 17840
1610 4:10 PM 205,163 79487 22523
1620 4:20 PM 180,415 69111 15128
1630 4:30 PM 239,429 103402 28052
1640 4:40 PM 355,974 134201 34161
1650 4:50 PM 188,664 81321 31553
1700 5:00 PM 203,571 83035 17191
1710 5:10 PM 310,216 124752 27384
1720 5:20 PM 198,823 89913 32532
1730 5:30 PM 247,307 97407 23424
1740 5:40 PM 146,454 69833 16471
1750 5:50 PM 255,409 120073 47509
1800 6:00 PM 298,600 86323 17848
1810 6:10 PM 261,632 109934 36255
1820 6:20 PM 254,579 117389 30025
1830 6:30 PM 241,970 111934 44849
1840 6:40 PM 153,565 69516 18085
1850 6:50 PM 121,726 39316 16371
1900 7:00 PM 124,525 58249 17782
1910 7:10 PM 92,083 44454 14223
1920 7:20 PM 96,861 46446 21279
1930 7:30 PM 111,836 40194 13342
1940 7:40 PM 154,389 67300 15874
1950 7:50 PM 78,537 35466 17722
2000 8:00 PM 87,717 38307 13342
2010 8:10 PM 150,738 56411 23002
2020 8:20 PM 150,092 65918 21442
2030 8:30 PM 116,779 42900 13342
2040 8:40 PM 185,568 73275 23083
2050 8:50 PM 146,391 59257 18053
2100 9:00 PM 85,298 38377 13342
2110 9:10 PM 151,871 55181 23002
2120 9:20 PM 132,110 49609 17903
2130 9:30 PM 97,801 50617 13342
2140 9:40 PM 148,523 57463 23083
2150 9:50 PM 90,266 41623 17903
2200 10:00 PM 60,568 26938 13342
2210 10:10 PM 77,838 42765 13342
2220 10:20 PM 105,549 53075 29092
2230 10:30 PM 86,526 32256 13342
2240 10:40 PM 123,602 59290 13608
2250 10:50 PM 183,529 89874 25234
2300 11:00 PM 144,494 57027 27153
2310 11:10 PM 124,801 59359 13608
2320 11:20 PM 182,579 93775 31622
2330 11:30 PM 140,222 55417 27153
2340 11:40 PM 66,278 28613 13342
2350 11:50 PM 84,699 37265 13342
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SOURCE: Metra, CTA, Pace GTFS data (November 2018)


