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HISTORIC PRESERVATION DEFINITIONS

• The National Register of Historic Places is this nation’s official
list of buildings, structures, sites and objects worthy of
preservation by the National Park Service (NPS).

• The National Register is meant to raise awareness and
promote public and private efforts to identify, evaluate and
preserve the country’s historic resources.

• National Register designation is honorary and poses no
restrictions on the use, treatment, transfer or disposition
of property; it also does not mandate property owners to
undertake specific actions to restore or rehabilitate their
buildings.

• Currently, there are approximately 90,540 total listings in the
National Register nationwide.

• In 1857 the state legislature moved the county seat to the city
of Denton. In that year the citizens of the county built a new
Courthouse on the north side of the present town square.

• On Christmas Eve 1875, fire destroyed the Courthouse with a
great part of the county records.

• In 1877 an Italianate Brick Courthouse was constructed in the
center of the town square.

• In 1895 the structure was demolished and the construction of
the current Romanesque Revival Style Courthouse, designed
by Dodson, began on the Square.

• The Denton County Courthouse Square Historic District
contains a high concentration of properties that represent
significant aspects of the economic, physical, and
governmental development of the city.

• The square is lined with commercial buildings representing
several phases in the economic development of the city.

• These commercial properties are typical of those found
throughout the state and illustrate the development of
commercial buildings from the late nineteenth century
through the World War II period.

• The majority of the properties are one-part or two-part
commercial buildings constructed of brick.

• There are, however, examples of other types of buildings
including a theater and a “temple front” bank.

• Although the earliest buildings date to 1882, many of the
properties reflect typical alterations made to commercial
properties during the 1920s and 1930s.

• Contributing properties, however, still retain sufficient
character defining elements to convey a visual sense
of the historic environment. The district is composed of
50 properties of which 30 are contributing and 20 are
noncontributing including 46 buildings, 2 objects, 1 site, and 1
structure.
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In 2000, the Denton Courthouse Square was 
listed on the National Register. The Distric has 50 
buildings, one site, one structure, and two objects. 
Out of the 50 properties, 27 were contributing when 
listed and one building was recently lost to a fire.

Denton Courthouse
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Source: National Register of Historic Places Nomination 1992



HISTORIC PRESERVATION DEFINITIONS

The City Council may designate buildings, structures, 
sites, areas and lands in the City as Historic Landmarks. 
This is a zoning designation in addition to any other use 
desitnation. A Historic Landmark does not have to be 
located in a Historic or Conservation District. The zoning 
map shall reflect the designation of Historic Landmarks. 

Criteria for approval includes:
• Character -  interest or value as part of the development,

heritage or cultural characteristics of the City, State or the
United States;

• Recognition as a recorded state historic landmark, a national
historic landmark or entered into the National Register of
Historic Places;

• Reflects a distinguishing characteristic of an architectural
type or specimen;

• Identification as the work of an architect or master builder
whose individual work has influenced the development of the
City;

• Reflects elements of architectural design, detail, material or
craftsmanship which represent a significant architectural
innovation;

• Relationship to other distinctive buildings, sites or areas
which are eligible for preservation according to a plan based
on architectural, historic or cultural motif;

• Portrayal of the environment of a group of people in an area
of history characterized by a distinctive architectural style;

• Archeological value in that it has produced or can be
expected to produce data affecting theories of historic or
prehistoric interest;

• Exemplification of the cultural, economic, social, ethnic or
historical heritage of the City, state, or United States;

• Location as the site of a significant historic event;
• Identification with a person who significantly contributed

to the culture and development of the City, state or United
States;

• A building or structure that because of its location has
become of value to a neighborhood, community area or the
City; or

• Value as an aspect of community sentiment or public pride.

DENTON LOCAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION
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Historic District means a geographically definable area 
possessing significant concentration, linkage or continuity 
of buildings, structures, sites areas or land which are 
united by architectural, historical, archeological or 
cultural importance or significance. In a Historic District, 
51 percent of the buildings, structures, or sites must be 
of architectural, historical, archeological or cultural 
importance or significance.

Historical markers can be found in all 254 Texas counties. 
These markers commemorate diverse topics in Texas 
history, including: the history and architecture of houses, 
commercial and public buildings, religious congregations, 
and military sites; events that changed the course of local 
and state history; and individuals who have made lasting 
contributions to our state, community organizations, and 
businesses. 

TEXAS STATE HISTORIC MARKERS

Campus Theater

Pioneer Woman - Texas Woman’s University

R.C. Scripture Building

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation and Texas Historical Commission



VALUE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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CREATES JOBS MAINTAINS AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING

ENCOURAGES BUSINESS 
INCUBATORS

INCREASES WALKABILITY

INCREASES PROPERTY VALUES

ATTRACTS TALENT & INVESTMENT

INCREASES TOURISM

PRESERVES RESOURCES & 
PROMOTES SUSTAINABLE 
DESIGN

Rehabilitating older buildings creates thousands of 
high-paying jobs. On average, $1 million invested in 
rehabilitation instead of new construction produces 20 
percent more jobs, $120,000 more in the local economy, 
$107,000 more in household income, $34,000 more in 
retail sales.

According to a recent study about the relation between 
affordable housing and historic district designation, by 
New York Historic Districts Council, rent increases slower 
in historic districts compared to the rest of the city. The 
report also found that a higher percentage of subsidized 
rental units have been maintained over time within 
historic districts. Lastly, the report emphasizes that 27% 
of new subsidized rental units were created in historic 
districts after designation.

As the Preservation Green Lab report “Older, Smaller, 
Better” recently concluded, older smaller buildings are 
critical to the incubation of small businesses, which are 
the primary job creators in the U.S. economy.

Historic commercial buildings were built up to the 
sidewalk. Historic commercial buildings have large 
display windows that pedestrians can see through, and 
their entryways are designed to be inviting. The more 
“walkable” a downtown or commercial area is, the more 
active and vibrant it becomes. 

Historic district property values have grown in some 
commnuities. A study from Raleigh shows that between 
2000-2008, single-family residential properties in 
three local historic districts increased in value between 
84% and 111%, while in the rest of city properties only 
increased 49 %.

According to the World Bank report, The Economics 
of Uniqueness, “heritage-related projects contribute 
to urban livability, attracting talent, and providing an 
enabling environment for job creation.” Also as Richard 
Florida has emphasized, creative people are the talent 
that drives the new economy, and creative people are 
attracted to places that have authenticity. Or as the 
World Bank report puts it “heritage is a differentiator 
that attracts talent to cities.”

In Texas, historic properties draw visitors to the state 
and constitute a large percentage of the state’s tourism 
revenue. Heritage tourism is a $7.3 billion dollar 
industry in Texas and accounts for more than 10.5 
percent of all travel in Texas.

Rehabilitating historic building has less of an impact on 
the environment than new construction. Rehabilitating 
older buildings utilizes existing infrastructure, such as 
water lines, sidewalks, and streets; preserves existing 
building materials and architectural elements. Debris 
from demolition typically makes up 25 to 30 % of all 
materials discarded in landfills. 

Historic Preservation Encourages Local Businesses

Historic Preservation Creates Jobs

Historic Preservation Increases Walkability

Source: National Trust for Historic Preservation and Texas Historical Commission



HISTORIC PRESERVATION INCENTIVES
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Source: Texas Historical Commission & Main Street Program (Julie Glover - Main Street Manager)

Incentive program includes a 20% income tax credit for the 
rehabilitation of historic, income-producing buildings. Recently, 
the Texas Legislature established a state tax credit for the 
rehabilitation of historic buildings. Each year, an average of over 
$85 million is reinvested in the Texas economy from participation in 
the federal program and we expect an even greater impact once 
the state credit is available.

The credit is worth 25% of eligible rehabilitation costs for the 
project, which must be at least $5,000 in value to qualify. In the 
absence of a state income tax, the credit is applied against a 
business’s Franchise Tax liability, or starting in 2017, Insurance 
Premium Tax. These tax credits may be freely sold and transfered. 
Many projects pair this tax credit with the federal 20% tax credit for 
rehabilitation.

FEDERAL HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION TAX INCENTIVE

TEXAS STATE HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION TAX INCENTIVE

First Peoples Jewelers - Denton TX

Logan’s Shoe Shop - Denton TX

1) Local Landmarks
Local landmarks may be exempted from 50% of the City of 
Denton ad valorem taxes if one, the property is designated a local 
landmark and two, the owners have spent $10,000.00 or more of 
qualifying expenses on said property.

2) Historically Significant Sites in need of Preservation
Properties that are deemed historically significant that are 
substantially rehabilitated may have abated any increase in 
the assessed value for ad valorem tax purposes in excess of the 
assessed value of the property of the tax year immediately prior to 
the renovation, for a period of ten years following completion of the 
renovation.

CITY OF DENTON HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION PROGRAMS
Downtown Reinvestment Program
Facade rehabilitation and building grants are limited to a 50% 
match of the eligible projects costs, with a cap of $25,000 per 
grant for facade, roof and foundation work. Roof and foundation 
repair may constitute no more than half of the request and shall 
only be considered for funding if included as a portion of a larger 
project.

CITY OF DENTON HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION INCENTIVES

In the past 25 years, 415 rehabilitation projects have been 
completed; $98 million has been reinvested in the area, with a 
net gain of 313 business starts, relocations, and expansions; and 
2,054 new jobs created.

Texas Building - Denton TX

Rehabilitation Projects Reinvested in the Area Business Starts




