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P R E F E R R E D  S C E N A R I O  S U M M A R Y
As part of the City’s virtual community workshop on December 8th, participants voted on different 
elements of various long-term growth scenarios and their overall scenario preference. The following 
preferred scenario represents a summary of those results. The summary includes baseline data and 
projections for population, employment, and households, as well as potential future development 
based on land capacity. A summary description is also provided. Potential vision statements based 
on community input through the online survey have been included as well.  

SUBREGIONAL CENTER - Progressive Growth

The preferred scenario envisions 2040 Burlington as a city that has experienced increased and 
progressive population and employment growth over the last twenty years. Key factors of 2040 
Burlington as a ‘Subregional Center’  include: 

Demographic Summary:      Potential Future Development: 

Source: Demographic and projections based on data from RCEDC and Racine County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Comprehensive Plan 2035, prepared by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission. 
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SUBREGIONAL CENTER - Progressive Growth

2040 Burlington is a city that has experienced residential growth due to its variety of housing 
types and high quality of life offerings, as well as industrial and job growth due to its location 
in the region and desirable working and living environment. Burlington has been able to grow 
incrementally without significant expansion of its boundaries while also strengthening its 
downtown and charming small-town character.

• Burlington is a developed, thriving city, with small areas of organized annexation adjacent to 
its boundaries. 

• Significant building and streetscape improvements, and reinvestment have occurred in the 
Downtown and new businesses and restaurants have filled in vacant storefronts. 

• A mixed-use residential project has been developed and transformed the South of 
Downtown, between South Pine Street and railroad tracks, into a new mixed-use multi-family 
neighborhood, supporting downtown and nearby local businesses. 

• New “conservation style” residential development has occurred in areas throughout the city, 
primarily in the south and areas of annexation. 

• A substantial and diverse range of industry, business, and employment growth has occurred, 
particularly in the southern portion of the city, strengthening its role as a subregional center 
in southwestern Wisconsin. 

• The park and trail system has expanded and is well-maintained, and sensitive open space and 
environmental resources have been preserved. 

• Overall, Burlington is a well-designed, vibrant community with a diverse range of businesses 
and employment, attracting new families and residents with its excellent education and 
health care system, parks and recreation amenities, and charming small-town quality of life. 
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VISION STATEMENT

Participants of the online survey, on the project website, had the opportunity to help craft a vision for 
the city. The survey provided sample vision statements with missing words so participants could fill 
in the blanks. The following sentences represent a summary of this information followed by a draft 
Vision Statement that combines all statements. The underlined words represent feedback from the 
community.  

Online Survey Summary:

1. Burlington is a vibrant community focused on families while maintaining its small-town 
charm and sense of community. 

2. Burlington is known for its schools, safety, and being family friendly. 

3. Burlington is a welcoming community that respects the quality of its neighborhoods and 
businesses, fosters a sense of inclusion, and encourages healthy and active lifestyles. 

4. Burlington is a growing community that supports its small businesses to promote its 
prosperous economy. 

Draft Vision Statement: 

Burlington 2040 is a vibrant, welcoming, and safe community, known for its charming 
downtown, schools, and family-friendly quality of life. Burlington has strengthened its small-
town character and sense of community while fostering inclusion and encouraging healthy 
and active lifestyles. Burlington has a prosperous local economy due to industrial growth and 
supporting its diverse range of small and local businesses. 


