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The Mount Pleasant Area Plan provides a vision for how the
Village can grow and develop in the future. The Plan sets a new
direction for the Village by proposing a modern Business Park
along I-94, a mixed-use Town Center that will serve as a
commercial and social center, attractive neighborhoods oriented
towards schools and parks, and a large interconnected greenway
system.

This following future vision is based on the community’s desire to
improve its quality of life by taking advantage of the Village’s
positive attributes and guiding and “staying ahead of ” area
development:

In the next 20 years, Mount Pleasant is envisioned to
continue to be an attractive and thriving community that
capitalizes on its regional location, natural features,
transportation network, and land-use potential.

The Village will have fostered awareness among landowners,
businesses, and developers of higher-quality building, site,
and public space design and sustainable development
principals that emphasize energy conservation, healthy
buildings, and resource reuse.

The Village will have promoted among landowners and
nearby communities the need to manage growth so that
services and infrastructure are efficiently and economically
provided and productive agricultural land is preserved. This
will include a cooperative effort to establish agriculture
preservation areas or growth management boundaries at the
Village’s edges to define where development should and
should not occur.

Improving the community’s physical conditions and
conserving natural resources will be major considerations
when evaluating community improvement and development
proposals. The Village will strive for sustainable land-use
choices as it implements the Area Plan over time.

An efficient transportation network will provide for the safe
movement of vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists
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throughout the Village as major roadway and trail projects
are completed. Roads and streets will be maintained in good
condition and provide the convenience needed to travel
throughout the Village, as well as to retain and attract
businesses.

It is envisioned that this coordinated economic development
vision will have put Mount Pleasant on the “Midwest map”
as a highly desirable place to do business. The Village will
have new business and office buildings along the I-94
corridor between Highways 11 and C in a modern business
park setting. These light industrial, technology, warehouse,
and corporate office facilities will accommodate a wide
range of businesses that provide economic benefit to the
Village and region.

Commercial uses and denser housing will be concentrated in
the new Town Center, which will be an inviting environment
that serves residents, visitors, and the Business Park. The
center will be well defined, highly visible, and linked to
adjacent neighborhoods.

The Town Center will offer access to a full spectrum of
shopping and dining opportunities – small neighborhood
convenience shops, specialty shops, cafes, restaurants, and a
grocery store. The Village will be marketed and recognized
as a more attractive, convenient, and pedestrian-oriented
shopping hub for the area with its wide mix of commercial
businesses and restaurants.

Mount Pleasant will have added safe, attractive, walkable
residential neighborhoods and good schools and parks.
Neighborhoods will provide a range of housing products
with both single-family and multi-family areas clustered near
the Town Center and major transportation routes. This will
allow the Village to provide a variety of housing types at a
range of prices for current and future residents. Quality
multi-family housing around major intersections and near
shopping and jobs will enhance the Village’s economic
viability and accessibility.
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A large, interconnected open space system that includes
existing and new parks, extended and linked trails, and
enhanced natural areas will have been established that
improve daily life for area residents, visitors, and businesses.
The additional recreation opportunities and extensive
regional trail network will also promote Mount Pleasant as a
green, active community.

Public safety, park/recreation, school and other community
facilities and services, along with infrastructure, will be
provided in an efficient and effective manner to Mount
Pleasant citizens and businesses to maintain a high quality of
life. The Village will work closely with landowners,
developers, and the Racine Unified School District to better
link park and school needs with new development proposals.
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The following goals and objectives have been set to guide future
development of the Area Plan.

Community Context - Goal
An attractive and distinct community with a thriving Business Park
and quality residential neighborhoods that serve the needs of
Village residents.

Objectives
Mount Pleasant’s increased recognition in the region as a
desirable place to live, shop, and conduct business.

Improve area physical conditions and overall quality of life.

Promote developments that respect the natural environment
and are compatible with surrounding land uses.

Strategies 
Amend zoning districts to match land-use changes defined
in the Area Plan.

Amend zoning, subdivision, and signage codes where
necessary to encourage the quality of development the
Village is seeking.

Work with state, regional, and county planning agencies to
implement the Area Plan.

Update the Village’s capital improvement program for the
infrastructure needed to accommodate the projected land-
use mix.

Use a comprehensive approach that coordinates land-use
and transportation planning for a larger area.

Optimize “synergy” between uses and businesses.

Organize development with distinct districts,
neighborhoods, and blocks.

Mix uses within areas, sites, and buildings where feasible.
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Business Park Land Use - Goal
A viable Business Park with corporate office, “flex-tech,”
distribution, light industrial, warehouse, and hotel facilities that
accommodate a range of businesses and provide economic
benefits to the Village.

Objectives
Capitalize on the Village’s expressway visibility and access.

Create a well-defined, modern Business Park to
accommodate a wide range of business uses.

Minimize the effects of industrial businesses on adjacent
uses.

Promote the retention of existing, active businesses where
feasible.

Foster regional solutions for regional issues (such as
stormwater and schools).

Strategies
Revise Village zoning to incorporate modern business park
standards.

Promote the Business Park as a location for area firms to
expand and grow.

Work with state, regional, and county planning agencies to
promote the economic development components of the
Area Plan.

Attract a master developer to develop a phased Buiness Park
in partnership with the Village.

Commercial Land Use - Goal 
Concentrated commercial activity that serves the needs of area
residents and enhances the Village’s tax base.

Objectives
Create a viable Town Center that provides a “social center”
for the Village and offers a variety of goods, services, and
restaurants.
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Establish the Town Center area as a well-maintained,
attractive, and pedestrian-friendly environment.

Concentrate future commercial uses in the Town Center,
except for restaurant locations near the I-94/Highway 20
interchange, and possibly big-box retailers on the northeast
corner of the interchange.

Strategies
Update ordinances where necessary to create the Town
Center.

Develop a coordinated streetscape and identity program for
the Town Center.

Ensure adequate parking, including shared parking.

Residential Land Use - Goal 
Attractive, safe residential neighborhoods that provide a range of
housing types and enhance the overall character of the Village.

Objectives 
Provide well-maintained neighborhoods.

Encourage high-quality, well-designed developments
featuring a wide variety of housing products.

Encourage affordable housing, including senior housing.

Encourage higher residential density in or near the Town
Center and in limited areas with high accessibility to
transportation and near business areas.

Create safe, healthy, diverse neighborhoods.

Strategies
Encourage diverse housing products, including rowhouses,
townhouses, apartments, condominiums, and cluster
housing in strategic locations.

Encourage high-quality site planning for new subdivisions to
create interconnected, pedestrian-oriented neighborhoods
centered on open space, parks, and schools.
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Open Space - Goal 
A large, interconnected park, open space, and trail system that
provides a range of recreational opportunities and stormwater
management that enhances the overall image and appearance of
Mount Pleasant.

Objectives 
Preserve and enhance the Village’s existing natural resources.

Maintain a variety of parks that offer a range of facilities in
sufficient size and quantity for the Village’s population.

Create open spaces in the Town Center that can serve as
community gathering places, including a Village green and
“creek walk.”

Strategies
Work with county and regional agencies to pursue grants and
donations to enhance and provide open space and trails.

Acquire land to create new parks, playlots, or trails,
particularly in underserved areas.

Develop new plazas, walkways, gardens, and other open
spaces near activity areas.

Re-evaluate or create impact fees to fund park acquisition.

Create a multi-purpose trail system that connects to regional
trails.

Encourage developers to include park space and trail
segments in new developments using open spaces and civic
uses as focal points.

Community Facilities - Goal 
Efficient community facilities that provide Village residents,
businesses, and property owners with a full range of services.

Objectives 
Distribute community facilities throughout the Village based
on current and projected needs.
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Work with Racine Unified School District to construct
school facilities in strategic locations to serve the Village’s
population and school needs.

Work with the Racine Public Library to consider a branch
library in the Town Center to serve future population.

Strategies
Repair and maintain sidewalks, streets, and street lighting
throughout the Village.

Install sidewalks to ensure pedestrian connections and
enhance the walkability of the community.

Continue to work with public agencies to coordinate
anticipated land-use mix and population increases with
facility needs.

Locate civic uses and public spaces in accessible “focal
point” locations.

Transportation - Goal
A safe and efficient transportation network that provides for the
movement of vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

Objectives
Maintain safe and attractive roadways and trails that facilitate
access and circulation.

Continue to repair and maintain infrastructure.

Facilitate access to the Business Park and Town Center
through a wayfinding/signage program.

Increase roadway connectivity by linking fragmented
roadway segments.

Provide adequate and convenient parking to serve
businesses.

Facilitate movement of traffic along arterial roadways.

Improve I-94 ramps and frontage roads to ensure an
efficient road system.
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Strategies 
Maintain the existing roadway system in good condition.

Utilize access management strategies, such as limiting curb
cuts and creating shared access drives, to improve traffic
flow and safety along major arterials.

Continue to work closely with county and state agencies to
facilitate transportation improvements.

Identify and pursue funding sources for transportation
improvements.

Update the Village’s capital improvement program.

Develop a working relationship with property owners to
plan ahead and coordinate local development plans with area
access and circulation improvements.

Encourage use of transit, bicycles, and shared parking where
feasible.

Community Character - Goal 
An attractive community with a distinct visual identity that
promotes Mount Pleasant’s natural and physical qualities.

Objectives 
Create a “sense of place.”

Create/promote an identity for Mount Pleasant that
capitalizes on its positive attributes.

Create/promote an identity for the interconnected open
space/trail system such as “Hoods Creek Greenway.”

Encourage high-quality site planning, landscape design,
signage design, and architecture for all land uses that
respects and preserves the area’s character and natural
environment.

Encourage high-quality architecture for new housing that
creates interest and variety on each block and throughout
neighborhoods.

Establish a green buffer along the expressway to visually
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screen development and maintain an attractive outside image
for the Village.

Strategies
Enhance wayfinding and signage throughout the Village,
including directional signs and identity features.

Create design guidelines for new developments that address
buffers, fencing, architectural variety, parking lot and road
landscaping, gateways, and signage.

Foster higher quality site, building, and signage design.

Create a special image along I-94 and at community
gateways.

Encourage “green,” sustainable sites and buildings following
the national LEED design system.

Preserve and enhance natural features.

Enhance green, rural roadscapes.

Improve physical conditions and establish attractive
streetscapes and distinct gateways.
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