Mount Pleasant 1-94 Area Plan

Section 2: The Community

Area Context

The Village of Mount Pleasant is a southeastern Wisconsin
community located about 30 miles south of Milwaukee and 70
miles north of Chicago between Interstate 94 and Lake Michigan.
As shown in Figures 2.1 and 2.2, the Village is strategically located
along I-94 in a highly accessible and growing corridor between two
major US. cities. It is about 15 miles south of General Mitchell
International Airport and 60 miles from Chicago’s O’Hare
International Airport.

Mount Pleasant is generally bounded by the City of Racine and
Lake Michigan on the east, I-94 on the west, the Village of
Caledonia and Highway C on the north, and Highway KR on the
south.

The Village has a mix of residential, commercial, industrial,
institutional, and open space land uses. Its neighbors include the
City of Racine and Village of Elmwood Park to the east, the
Village of Sturtevant surrounded by Mount Pleasant, the Town of
Somers to the south, the Town of Yorkville to the west, and the
Village of Caledonia to the north.

Small industrial districts within or near Mount Pleasant generally
are along Interstate 94 and Highways 11 and 20. Commercial
districts are along Highways 11, 20, and 31, with a small
commercial area near 1-94s Highway 20 interchange. The Village
also has large agricultural areas on its west and south sides as well
as smaller agricultural areas among older and new residential
subdivisions on the north.

Governance Structure

A seven-member board governs the Village. Its members are
elected to their positions on an at-large, part-time basis for two-
year terms. The Board appoints a Village Administrator, who
serves as chief operating officer for the Village and manages its
day-to-day activities.
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Demographic Profile

Mount Pleasant is a growing community. Its population as
recorded in the 2000 U.S. Census was 23,142. The Census Bureau’s
2004 estimate for Mount Pleasant was 25,389, a population growth
of 2,247 people or 9.7% in four years.

Table 1: Mount Pleasant Population

Year Population
2000 Census 23,142
Estimated 2004 25,389

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

The population was about 52 percent female and 48 percent male
in 2000, which is comparable to the national average of 51 percent
female and 49 percent male.

Table 2: Mount Pleasant Population by Sex

Sex Number | Percentage
Male 11,110 48
Female 12,032 52

Soutrce: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000

Population by Race/Ethnicity

Mount Pleasant’s racial makeup is about 90 percent white with
some African American and Asian residents. About 5 percent of
its residents were Hispanic/Latino in 2000, with most of those of
Mexican descent. Note that the U.S. Census Bureau considers race
and Hispanic/Latino origin to be two separate data sets. Hispanics
and Latinos can be of any race. For example, an African-American
or Caucasian person may also be of Hispanic origin.




Mount Pleasant 1-94 Area Plan

Section 2: The Community

Table 3: Mount Pleasant Population by Race

Race Number | Percentage
White 20,863 90.2
Black or African American 1,595 6.9
American Indian and Alaska Native 119 0.5
Asian 331 1.4
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 13 0.1
Some other race 496 2.1
Total 23,417* N/A

Soutrce: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000

* The total does not match Mount Pleasant’s total population because people

can report themselves as part of more than one racial category.

Table 4: Mount Pleasant Population by Ethnicity

Ethnicity Number | Percentage
Not Hispanic or Latino 21,993 95.0
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 1,149 5.0
Mexican 864 3.7
Other Hispanic or Latino 220 1.0
Puerto Rican 61 0.3
Cuban 4 0
Total population 23,142 100

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000

Population by Age Group

In 2000, Mount Pleasant’s median age was 42.7, which is higher
than the national median of 35.3 and Wisconsin median of 36.0.

Mount Pleasant had 31.2% of its population in the 35- to 54-years-
old category. Claritas, a national marketing information company,
projects that households headed by those 55 to 64 will grow by 23
percent by 2010 in Mount Pleasant. As the baby boom age group
approaches retirement, housing, recreation, and health-care
facilities for senior citizens will be important to Mount Pleasant.
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Claritas also projects households headed by those 25-34 will grow
by 24% by 2010. This demographic change means Mount Pleasant
can expect more families with children, and planning should also
anticipate the need for schools and parks for younger residents.

Table 5: Mount Pleasant Population by Age

Age Number | Percentage
Under 5 years 1,240 5.4
5 to 9 years 1,339 5.8
10 to 14 years 1,562 6.7
15 to 19 years 1,560 6.7
20 to 24 years 1,077 4.7
25 to 34 years 2,248 9.7
35 to 44 years 3,456 14.9
45 to 54 years 3,780 16.3
55 to 59 years 1,415 0.1
60 to 64 years 1,131 4.9
65 to 74 years 2,157 9.3
75 to 84 years 1,632 7.1
85 years and over 545 2.4

Source: US. Census Bureau, 2000

Household + Family Data

The average houschold size in Mount Pleasant was 2.4 in 2000,
which is comparable to the average for Wisconsin (2.5) and United
States (2.59). Mount Pleasant also has a low housing vacancy rate
of only 3.2%. The national average is 9.0%. About 75 percent of
Mount Pleasant’s housing is owner-occupied, while about 25% is
renter-occupied.

Nearly 63% of Mount Pleasant’s housing is single-family, detached.
Almost 22% is multi-family housing with 5 to 19 units. This
indicates that the Village has a good mix of housing types.

The housing in the Village also has a good age mixture. About 22%
of the housing was built in the 1970s, and at least 10 percent of the
housing was built in the 1960s, 1980s, and 1990s. The community
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also has experienced significant new construction. Maintenance

and code enforcement is particularly important for housing built

before 1960 and newer housing as it ages.

Table 6: Household + Family Data

Total households 9,453
Average household size 2.40
For owner-occupied units 2.55
For renter-occupied units 1.96
Average family size 2.93

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000

Table 7: Housing — Occupied or Vacant Housing

Housing Number | Percentage
Occupied housing units 9,453 96.8
Vacant housing units 315 3.2
Total housing units 9,768 100

Source: US. Census Bureau, 2000

Table 8: Housing — Owner-Occupied or Renter-Occupied
Housing Number | Percentage
Owner-occupied housing units 7,156 75.7
Renter-occupied housing units 2,297 24.3
Total Occupied housing units 9,453 100

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000




Mount Pleasant 1-94 Area Plan

Section 2: The Community

Table 9: Housing — Units in Structure

Units in Structure Number | Percentage
1-unit, detached 6,088 62.7
1-unit, attached 521 5.4
2 units 280 2.9
3 or 4 units 113 1.2
5 to 9 units 1,093 11.3
10 to 19 units 1,034 10.6
20 or more units 502 52
Mobile home 81 0.8
Boat, RV, van, etc. 0 0
Total housing units 9,712 100
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000
Table 10: Housing — Year Structure Built
Year Structure Built Number | Percentage
1999 to March 2000 135 1.4
1995 to 1998 848 8.7
1990 to 1994 1,111 11.4
1980 to 1989 1,402 14.4
1970 to 1979 2,177 22.4
1960 to 1969 1,490 15.3
1940 to 1959 1,706 17.6
1939 or earlier 843 8.7

Soutrce: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000













